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chapter 6

SEE: what we saw when we observed. 

HEAR: what we heard when we listened. 

DO: what we did when we were shown. 

SHARE: how we honoured what we were given 

OUR STORY BEGINS
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Last year, the possibilities and stories were 
re-centered with grace around our wonder
children as an acknowledgement to them with
gratitude. Their stories, their words, and their
actions were placed into a collection for sharing,
learning, analysis and celebration. This year, in
provocation, we ask :

Whether cognizant of these roles or not, the stories
have unfolded yet again in what we are calling,
Chapter 6.

The theme of this chapter has also unfurled into an
inquiry of process. 

The stories being told this year, focus critically on
observation, questioning, wonder, action and
reciprocity.

The sampling of 2022-2023 stories have been
curated as an invitation to think about this essential
question, other questions posed, and the process in
which educators inquire together with their wonder
children. 

The reader is invited to:

6th year wonders

CR4YC 2023

In this sixth year of CR4YC/CP4YC, we find
ourselves well entrenched in the collective stories
of wonder, query, connection and observation.  

Representing both their wonder children and
themselves, educators who participated this year
seem to have found themselves in the role of
scribe, narrator and author.

What are the children sharing with us, not
just showing us, in partnership and

reciprocity?  

How do we know?

*pseudonyms used as per individual permissions 



Poem: At The Beach 

What have you learned at school?

 I learned the letter f and that the number 4 starts
 with f. I also learned that my mom gets frustrated
when I kick my brother, and then I learned that I
had to go to my room for a timeout. 
That was a hard lesson to learn. I was very upset
about learning this.

I also learned that I get frustrated like Mallory and 
I need to calm down and apologize.

The letter f and hard lessons

OUR STORY BEGINS
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6th year wonders

CR4YC 2023

You, my wonder, are a true nurturer.
I hear when you speak to others with kindness and yourself with confidence and
encouragement.
I wonder if you know your worth as seen by others?
I hope you allow others to care for you as you do them, not always the strength, but
sometimes the seeker of support.

You, my wonder, have grown.
I see when you feel vulnerable, expressing your need. 
I wonder where you turn? How do you fill your needs? 
I hope you know you are honoured, valued, and loved.

You, my wonder, are beautifully strong.
I see when you are connecting with
others, feeling their emotions,
supporting them, and building them up.
I wonder what drives you? 
What makes you value others so?
I hope you continue this love for others
throughout your life the way you do
now.

  For our curious storytellers, both child and adult, this story ends here 
but will begin again because your wonder and inquiry runs deep and 

there are still many stories left to tell.  

We thank the educators and children for representing all of us in this 
work and for keeping us connected and learning together.  

In this sixth year, we again reflect and celebrate the many achievements,
connections, growth, understandings and 

Changing Possibilities for Young Children to come. 

Story Dedication 



 Here are some examples of observers who have
used their questioning to guide their thinking and
learning. 

How do social interactions shape us and what we
notice for ourselves when we watch others in
pursuit of friendship? 

Observation: On Earth Day, Isaac’s buddy took his
hand and off they went to pick up garbage. This is
his first true friendship.
 

Questions

SEE
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So how can we craft “essential” questions before
we observe our wonder children?  

How can they serve to keep wonder and action as
the focus throughout our  study and rework them
as wonder and the  children guide us?

While questions are fundamental to investigating
anything, active questioning requires active
learning. The questions we pose that are complex
have the potential to take the educator down many
paths of exploration. 

This fuels engagement and wonder, yet at the same
time these “bigger” questions, (those  that cannot
be answered easily), serve as overarching queries
where more specific and manageable inquiries can
be undertaken. 

what we saw when we observed

CR4YC 2023

Questions can serve as a checkpoint and are
“essential” to driving the processes of inquiry, in
this case to buoy our observations of our wonder
children. 

What makes a good inquiry question and how can
it serve the educators who are looking for wonder
and traces of social emotional well being? 

How critical are the questions we pose to 
our observations of our wonder children 

and the resulting actions? 

She helps him co-regulate and make good choices.
He has had moments of possessiveness over her as
he tries to protect his friendship, resulting in some
“hands on” problems, but she continues to
befriend him and enjoy his company. 

 I wonder if this friendship is giving him the space
to feel confident in who he is and what value he
too brings to the friendship? I sure hope so. 
He has so much to offer.



questions guiding the observations

SEE
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what we saw when we observed

CR4YC 2023

How critical are the questions we pose to 
our observations of our wonder children 

and the resulting actions? 

Does Key recognize his strength in being able to help others?
What motivates Key to help peers who are not people he typically connects with? 

While skating Key sought out opportunities to gently support and give tips to different
classmates who aren’t as experienced skaters as him. Rather than taking the time to skate
around the arena with friends who skate at the same level as him, Key showed a lot of care and
patience when helping his peers work on their skating skills. One classmate was very excited to
come off the ice and share with me how much Key’s support and the advice he gave her 
while skating.

NAMING STRENGTHS



introspection through observation and questioning

SEE
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 What caught my attention the most is the way these students interact with V. It is with so
much love, attention, and care, as though they see their role as her friend as a protector. And I
understand why, I catch myself being drawn up in wanting to wrap her in bubble wrap too. The
big smile V gives you when she is happy to see you and knows she is your friend. She invites
others to care for her, and others have no choice but to accept.

As I reflect on these interactions, I wonder if she seeks a hand to hold, or a helper because she
feels she is incapable of doing these tasks alone, or does she seek this as a means of
connection? Are acts of caring and dependence the foundation of connection and friendship?
Does she advocate for herself? Who does Verona see herself as?

what we saw when we observed

CR4YC 2023

Who is Verona?
 

How does she see herself as she 
walks in the world?

 
Does she see herself as capable?

 
Does she use acts of caring as a means 

to connect with others?

 

The day I met Verona at Welcome to
Kindergarten, she left an impression
on me. Her tiny, bouncy stature,
coupled with her warm and wide
smile; V has a way to make you feel
like a friend from the moment you
meet her. 

As we began to get to know each
other better, I noticed that while
she transitioned to kindergarten
very easily, and approached it with
an open heart, there were some
personal care tasks that she would
seek out support for. 

Often, these were tasks she would
be able to complete independently
given the opportunity. 

As her friendships and connections
deepened, it became clear that V’s
closest connections were students
who were older than her, some as
old as grade 4.

Jessica was very excited to show both Noah and
myself her picture of the sun with a flower.
Especially because she made a sun using the
red and yellow pain with a dandelion. 

 

“Hey this is orange.” 
“Someone mixed it.” “These are

my roses.” 
 



observing without interaction

Dear Wonder Child:

I see that you want to be a part of the group. You want others to include you into the play and so
you join in and start pick up sticks and adding to the creation. They get angry with you. They
think you are wrecking their fort on purpose. You don’t use your words and continue putting
sticks on the fort. They leave and you follow. Your peers think you trying to annoy them. You
don’t use your words. You get upset and start taking sticks away from their creation. When your
peers ask me for a photograph, they don’t want you in it. You are sad and angry.

Dear Wonder Child:
When it comes to friendship, you are no longer in the
background. You proudly place yourself in front. The
smile you drew on your face is big. Your words and
drawing tell me that you feel happy and included
amongst your peers. You now recognize that
friendship takes teamwork; a willingness between two
people or groups to understand each other, and that
there must be some give-and-take in the relationship.

SEE
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what we saw when we observed

CR4YC 2023

“I live in Cranbrook.  My name 
is Warner cuz I see it 

on the phone .” 

What is the name of the place where you live? 
What is your family name? 

 May has been coming to StrongStart since she was 3 months old. Initially her Mom would sit
with her on her lap at circle time and she would fall asleep. More recently, May’s Mom would
have her sitting on her lap at circle time. I would catch May’s gaze on me and she was alert
and focused with eyes wide. 

Most recently, May’s Mom sat her on a chair and sat behind her at circle time. She is alert, her
eyes focused and at times she smiles while her arms and legs flail.

I wonder what ‘seeds’ might be being planted
for May internally regarding a perceived
inclusion as part of our classroom community?
Some may question what she is absorbing from
circle time because she is young, but when I
catch her gaze with such focus, I am lead to
question my own imagine of the child. 

 
Do the other adults and children see her as

a baby or as an active member of our
classroom community?



What is the name of the place where you live? What
is your family name? 

SEE
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what we saw when we observed

CR4YC 2023



 Here are some traces of how we HEAR 

On a neigbourhood walk, 2 year old Alex sees the
swans. 
“Big Buck, swans, swans.” 
The child points to the trees we look at the colours 
on the stem, the points of the leaf, the leaf’s texture. 
 A holds up an alder leaf, 
“big alder leaf”, “big, big alder leaf”. “big leaves at
ome”. 
  

Central to the vision of the Early Learning Framework is
the “approach to practice called a Pedagogy of
Listening. 

Educators listen to the incredible range of children’s
expression, and to what children bring forward that
may never have been heard before. Educators notice
gesture, silence, movement, gaze and stillness, as well
as the materials, the objects, light and sound, and how
these are all interrelated, each affecting the other as
they circulate within a space and a time.  

Questions

HEAR
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what we heard when we listened

CR4YC 2023

I am curious about memory making. What do you
remember on the walk? What did you hear, see?
What about the “bigness” of that leaf made you

wonder? 

You my wonder are strong in mind and body and
share calm in your surroundings. I see and hear when
you need comfort. I hope your strength is always the
light of positivity you shine on to others.I wonder if
you build your identity through this lens. 

 If we were to give voice to agency, empathy
or instinct, what would this sound like?

How does the presence of voice keep wonder
and inquiry alive?

“The eyes like novelty but the ear craves familiarity.”
W.H. Auden, Poet.

In this sense, listening is letting go of what we thought
we knew to open ourselves to something new 

(ELA, p.49).”

The work of CR4YC/CP4YC is also central to this premise
both in practice and action and as a process of our
inquiry. As such, in our sixth of year of practice, we can
add that the inclusion of recorded/scribed voice gives
credence to the agency and relationships we nurture in
this work as well as stands as a trace of the process of
“letting go” as describe in the ELF. 



 What are the children sharing with us, not
just showing us, in partnership and

reciprocity?

This is Spencer.  My Masterpiece. 

  

the kindness of Milo

HEAR
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what we heard when we listened

CR4YC 2023

Milo’s  kindness is prevalent in many aspects of
observation. When the teacher focuses in on her
wonder child she sees how prevalent and far-reaching
it is, and how he positively affects others around
including her. Milo shows her, and she reciprocates
back, wondering if he benefits from what he gives. 



Joy was when my little baby sister 
was born.  I wanted a sister.  

~Madeleine
  

You are building an elaborate block tower construction
and began adding creatures to the design. You have
been working by yourself for over 20 minutes and have
placed each block and creature in a specific place. Liam
comes over is looking at the construction and reaches
out to introduce a dinosaur into a space in the tower.
You notice that Liam has added to the construction and
say, "Hey, I don't want you to do that". 

All by myself

HEAR
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what we heard when we listened

CR4YC 2023

I was in awe of the self-talk she used as a four year
old, as well as her ability to articulate it.  

 Sometimes my body just needs to let the tears
out. It’s ok and then I feel better.”

Mom said she had no idea where it comes from
which made me curious. 

"You could talk about your construction together, but
you would each build on your own". "Okay" says Liam
walking over to the other table and beginning to build.

I am watching you develop self-advocacy. You enjoy
playing by yourself and are demonstrating so much joy 
in your own company. You have a strong sense of joy in
both group and solitary play.

"But I want to do this too" Liam replies 
"But I want to do this all by myself" you say, raising
your voice a little bit. 

Liam looks upset and says, "But what can I build with?" 
 I come over and stand beside the area, Sometimes we
have a plan to build something all alone" I look at Liam. 

"It sounds like Nomi wants to build this alone. How
would you feel if we created a space for you to build
over here?" I motion to an adjacent table.

what brings you joy?



Akal noticed that the water table was full of water. "Miss
April, I think it needs some bubbles today. That would
be fun." 
Akal found the whisk in the water and began mixing
vigorously. "Im cooking, I'm making bubbles.", laughing.  
"Here, you have a turn." 
He smiles and says, 'It is warm water today, not cold.
“Like chai tea. Have a drink" He pretends to drink some
water and laughs. 
Akal notices his pants are getting wet.  He looks at his
mom and says, “I'm getting wet." His mom comes over
and wraps a towel around his waist. 
Akal looks down at the towel, laughs and says. 
“It's just like Biji” (his grandmother). 
  

Where does wonder thrive and
how can this be nurtured in the
process ?

DO
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what we did when we were shown 

CR4YC 2023

 
In his learning, Akal is developing the life skill of making
many connections and how things are related to each
other, ie: the connection between the towel and an item
of clothes his grandmother wears, the connection
between the warmth of the water and chai tea. 

What role could I play in supporting Akal's
development of his executive function skills and

making these connections. 

Rhys combined all the playdough together.  He began placing  stones in the playdough. 
R: I’m making a cake!   Me: You are making a cake! Tell me more about your cake.
R: It’s for my Grandma   Me: That is very kind. What kind of cake are you making her?
R: It’s a chocolate and white cake.   
R explained the dark rocks were chocolate and the white rocks were “white cake.”
Me: The dark stones are chocolate and the white stones are white cake. 
(Pause and observe)
Me: Is this a birthday cake for Grandma?   R: No, not a birthday cake. It’s an “I love you cake.” 
Me: That is a wonderful idea R. This will make your Grandma feel very special. 
R: Yeah, and happy. 

Those who practiced critical reflection about their
observations often made deep connections and took
actionable tasks.  What actions are we taking in our
inquiries and from the offerings of our wonder
children? 

.  

The “I Love You” Cake

The Process of Do: the educator wants to learn
something and the child shows her how.

I wonder how I can help support the idea of kindness
in my class? 

How can model and build into my practice the
following: kindness towards others, perspective-
taking, empathy, the desire to make others feel loved,
and showing others that you care?

 

Biji and Chai Tea



“The Archer Method”

DO
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what we did when we were shown 

CR4YC 2023

 
Some participants leveraged the network and used
past learnings from the research by adapting and
trying things in their communities with their wonder
children. 
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DO
what we did when we were shown 

Tell me about playing games with your
classmates.

 I always win and it makes Ivan mad. Since I
won again, I said, "Since I always win, I
would let you win Ivan." It made me feel
better. Winning games makes me feel
happy. Losing games makes me feel happy.

Tell me about lining up.

Lining up, I feel happy. Well, when
Jonathan is here and he is behind me he
keeps pulling my hood and makes me in the
red zone. When I'm in the red zone I put my
hand behind me and I cut it down and it
makes me in the green zone. It makes me so
frustrated when he keeps doing it. I tried
asking a friend to go behind me and then no
one did.

Tell me more about when you try to solve
this problem?

 When I solve a problem with my hands
(hurtful touch)it makes the problem just
the same. But it doesn't make it (the
problem) grow either.

How might I help you manage this
classroom challenge?

 Put a friend behind me with Jonathan. I
don't know how to solve it at playtime and
recess I keep hiding from him at recess
because if he does find me he pulls my
hoodie.

It sounds like this experience with Jonathan
keeps you in the red zone often. How might 
I support you when you are in the red zone?

 I know how to get out of the red zone. To
get out out of the red zone with Jonathan, I
can take a breath. I need to move to a new
place to take a breath. Outside I can go to
an adult to take breath and be safe.

Maybe together we can create a space
inside our classroom for you and your
classmates to have space to manage when
they are in the red zone.

We can call it "A take a breath space for one
person"

Ms. Allanson and Alder make a plan to
create a cozy, safe space to "take a breath"
when someone needs to get out of the red
zone before trying to solve a problem.

Alder and Ms. Allanson make
plans together
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SHARE
how we honoured what we were given

CR4YC 2023

If we strive for equity of roles and dual agency, 
will reciprocity reveal itself? 

Penny and Jenny and the Law of Mirroring

 The law of mirroring: def’n,  what you see in other

people is a real reflection of what you have inside
yourself. 

I discovered her born leadership, her sense of identity 
I'm not sure I would have said that a year ago. She
would shut down quickly any time she was faced with a
disagreement or when she had to say no, or didn't want
to do something. 

Almost as if she was afraid, she would get in trouble. She would get very upset and have genuine
fear not standing up for herself. I think she struggles with hurting other people's feelings and
doing what's right and has a hard time with those feelings of frustration and anger. 
I know I speculate but I think I see a lot of my younger self in her. 

In the months that have followed since joining CP4YC and focusing in on her need for self-
advocacy, and giving that support and help in learning that it is not only ok, but necessary; I
have seen such growth and confidence emerge. It's been literally watched her transform from a
caterpillar to a butterfly. 

Her and her friends constantly deal with wanting to take the lead but what I see in Penny a lot of
the time is the way she communicates, the way she stands up for her friends and how she
desires to do the right thing. She cares deeply for her people and demonstrates it in how she
plays, helps others, and interacts most of the time.
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 Here are some traces of how we HEAR 

SHARE 
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how we honoured what we were given

CR4YC 2023

How can I build a strong sense of identity through acknowledging 
our strengths so deeply that when we converse about and 

reflect on them, they are evident?

How else do I honor and display our strengths, so they can 
be visible to all? 
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SHARE
how we honoured what we were given

CR4YC 2023

Case Study: Observing Over Time  

Maya was first observed by me at the age of one. I was intrigued by her strong sense of self.
It was exciting to observe her again, at the age of 4, attending Strong Start still, and also
how in my JustB4 program. She continues to be confident in her communication of needs,
wants, ideas. I also see a real resilience when things don’t go her way or exactly as planned. 

JustB4 enabled me to see her without a parent with her as she navigated the new
experience of attending preschool. Through JustB4, we have been able to connect more
with the school, especially the K classrooms. It’s been lovely to witness Maya deepen the
relationship between herself and the school as she prepares to go to kindergarten next
year.  

“Enjoy the fabulous little human!”
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This case study shows how circumstances and
programs allowed for a deep understanding of
this wonder child and the prolonged
relationship that resulted. There is a confidence
in speaking about this child and you sense it
goes both ways.  Both educator and child were
together through StrongStart, JustB4 and made
connection to the K educator. Unique.



MS. PORTER: THANKS AJ FOR TEACHING HER
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SHARE 
how we honoured what we were given



ANTHOLOGY
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Invited task: choose a theme or aspect of analysis that spoke to you from any of
the collection above and look for traces of the inquiry process represented in

these anthologies. (ex. voice, questions, reciprocal learning) 

CR4YC 2023

In the CR4YC 2022-2023 participant’s draft, research findings and considerations include the
continued compiling of stories and reflections on key themes that participants have
identified as supporting positive changes in SEWB and to make these available to CR4YC
facilitators, inquiry groups, and Early Learning leads.

This section of anthologies is a place to linger and reflect on the stories and research of
other participants. We recognize that the process of inquiry, critical thinking and analysis is
not a single methodology. For some, this process begins though story. We are grateful to
include these here, with thanks to the educators who created them and for the invitation to
wonder, question and think further as educators and researchers. 

What are the children sharing
with us, not just showing us, in

partnership and reciprocity?  

How do we know?



BOWIE
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CAN I SHARE MY WORK
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CR4YC 2023

THAT MEANS I ‘M A SUPERSTAR
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CR4YC 2023

CHASE ME



CHASE ME
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page 2



THE LANGUAGE OF ICE CREAM
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ROZZIE
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by Valerie Lai



“I’M GOING TO LEAVE IT IN THE  
BIBLIOTHÈQUE”
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HOW WILL AMMAR FEEL WHEN HE IS
WELCOMED JUST AS HE IS?
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DEAR V
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